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Several weeks ago, God encouraged me through the book of Nehemiah.  I flip flopped between sharing 
it with my team.  On one hand, I am very aware that my Russian is not easy to listen to.  I still make lots 
of mistakes.  On the other hand, I really wanted to share God’s heart with them because it had so 
blessed me. Do I? Should I?  Finally, what tipped the scales was realizing that satan had sidelined me 
with fear. Wonderfully, I still had time to prepare….and this is what I shared with the family camp 
leadership team last Saturday…	
		
For me family camp is one way we are a part of God’s story.  In many ways, what happened in the Book 
of Nehemiah is the same story happening with us now.	
		
Like you, I want to share the Gospel.  Like you, I am concerned about the spiritual growth of the 
church.  The people in the world, and many in the church, are like the walls of Jerusalem. Some have 
been burned by their own mistakes. Some people have been broken by the sins of others. And, some 
have been ruined by situations beyond their control.	
		
“In the late autumn, in the month of Kislev, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes reign, I was at 
the fortress of Susa. Hanani, one of my brothers, came to visit me with some other men who had just 
arrived from Judah.  I asked them about the Jews who had returned there from captivity and about 

how things were going in Jerusalem.  They said to me, Things are not going well for those who 
returned to the province of Judah. They are in great trouble and disgrace.  The wall of Jerusalem has 
been torn down, and the gates have been destroyed by fire” When I heard this, I sat down and wept. 

In fact, for days I mourned, fasted, and prayed to the God of heaven.	
Nehemiah 1: 1-4	

		
When Nehemiah realized the situation he – as we say in Russian – he did not have ‘flat feelings’.  He 
was very upset.  What he had heard bothered him so much that that was all he could think about. 	
		
In the spring of 2016 I had what I call ‘holy discomfort.’  That is what I call those times when the Holy 
Sprit creates in you discomfort.  Inside you squirm, pace and are restless because some situation is not 
right.  Things as they are, are not ok.  I had arrived in Brovary about 6 months earlier and during that 
time had become aware of the special needs ministry situation.  With only the July (evangelistic camps) 
as an option, everyone wanted to go. No one was willing to step aside to allow new folks to attend 
because this was such a special time for them.  Yet, without new moms and kids coming, the goal of 
evangelism wasn’t being met. It was some time during the winter that God gave me an idea and after 
praying, I went to Tanya K and Pastor Boris. 	
		
“With a prayer to the God of heaven, I replied, ‘If it pleases the king, and if you are pleased with me, 
your servant, send me to Judah to rebuild the city where my ancestors are buried.’”  Nehemiah 2:5	

		
Nehemiah’s story continues as he is given permission, provisions, safe passage and the work 
begins.   As for me, Pastor Boris and Tanya were willing to take the huge step of faith and they both 



said –“Let’s do it!” God blessed and we held our first family camp in August of 2016. It was 6 days long, 
held at a site about an hour away and 92 people attended.	
		
But like always, where God works, satan worries.  Satan’s worries often translates as problems.  We 
were laughed at, critized, gossiped about and some were even mad.  Personally there were whispers of 
‘You?!! You of all people?!! Look at your own faults. Who are you to lead something like this??  But in 
God’s hand, problems are blessing because they strengthen our faith. 	
		
Through Nehemiah 3 and well into chapter 4 we read about how the people came together and 
worked. They worked hard and the walls began to take shape.  But like, I already said, satan is not 
going to sit on his hands.	
		
 “But now I said to them, ‘You know very well what trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its 
gates have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and end this disgrace!’ Then I 
told them about how the gracious hand of God had been on me, and about my conversation with the 

king. They replied at once, “Yes, let’s rebuild the wall!” So they began the good work.” Nehemiah 2: 17-
18	

		
This Saturday marks the beginning of our 3rd family camp. The advance team of 13 people will head 
south to prepare.  On Sunday, 190 people will make the over night train trip and then get on buses for 
the final hour’s ride to the sea. Our 9-day camp begins when they arrive about noon on the 
27th.  Starting today I advise you to work with one hand and carry a weapon in the other.  What is our 
best weapon??  The Word of God!	
		
“Then as I looked over the situation, I called together the nobles and the rest of the people and said to 

them, “Don’t be afraid of the enemy! Remember the Lord, who is great and glorious and fight for 
your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and your homes!” Nehemiah 4:4	

	
You know how the story ends – despite the odds and oppositions the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt in 
52 days.  I pray our story will end the same.  If you asked me, “Kristina why are you going to camp?  My 
answer would be – 'To serve God and people. And, in doing so, repair the walls/the souls of His 
people.”	
		
We have invited you to join in the work. Family camp is one way to create a platform for sharing the 
Gospel and nurturing spiritual growth.  Warning!!!! It is hard, hot and uncomfortable work.  Yet, if you 
do it with God, it will be a privilege and you will know joy – His deep joy.  So even now I want to say 
thank you for your help and to God for what He already has done and will do through us.	
		
Blessings, June	
 


